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Pune: Efforts to conserve the bio-
diversity of the Western Ghats will
climb the curve only if townships
and special economic zones are not
allowed here, a study on private
ownership, commercial develop-
ment and its impact on the BCOBYS-
tem said.

A separate report backed poli-
cies which will ensure that indus-
tries are not set up, steps to phase
out the existing units, and no re-
newal of consent for polluting units
from the cantrol boards to save the
eco-sensitive region.

Both reports were commis-
sioned by the Western Ghats ecol-
ogy experts' panel that was set up
last year by the ministry of envi-
ronment and forests, The panel had
sought suggestions from authori-
ties to preserve the ecology of the
Western Ghats.

The first report was compiled
by Manasi Karandilar and Keta-

¢y, while the second study on in-
dustrial pollution assessment wa.s
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biodiversity, habitats, soil structure,
hydrology,” the report said. Com-
pensatory measures like planting
1,000 trees per hectare does not com-
pensate for the loss, it added.
Declaring areas in the Western
‘Ghats and those in the catchment
of major damsas hill-station zones'

contradicts the policy The govern- -
* ment already has a catchment area

‘treatment guideline for dams to pre-
vent siltation. No- objection cer-
tificates (NOC) and clearance cer-
tificates never look into the finer
details of site-specific negative im-
‘pacts, hence all such certificates are
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The tourism industry lacks

e | P pol]ciea benc?. there is no

control over the type and scale of
development, the study noted. [t
suggested a control over the num-
ber of tourists allowed per year and
basic facilities instead of nrban
lifestyle amenities,

The report on industrial pallu-
tion said factories cause air pollu-
tion due to industrial process and
burning of fossil fuel and discharge
about 6,78,000 cubic m of effluents.
The Central Pollution Control
Board has putas many as 234 large-
seale units in the highly polluting
(red) category, it added.

The report listed thermal pow-
er plants, mining operations, chem-
ical and petrochemical industries,
metallurgical units, ports and har-
bour activities, tourism, infra-
structure development, fisheries
and disposal of industrial effluenis
as pollutants. -

_ The panel must decide whether
the Western Ghats should be left

out of any industrial develop
on the principle that loss of o
dusiries can be compensated. b
loss of biodiversity is irreversihle,
Boralkar said.

There is support for green mn-
dustries, he said. “But, infra-
structure, requirement of elec-
tricity, transportation, habitation
and roads that come with indus-
tries, put pressure on the ecosvs-
tem,” he added,

The areas in the Western Ghats
which will be declared fragile by
the panel mustbe made into ne-go’
areas for industrial development of
any kind. Mining should not be per-
mitted in such areas since it can-
nol co-exist with biodiversity, Bo-
ralkar said. The paper said that the
Planning Commission's thrust an
restricting and re-orienting devel-
opment work in the region wasnot
based on demarcation of phvsical
boundaries.
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tion: “In the future, changes in temperature,

rainfall, evaporation, transpiration and other
parameters will put additional stress on them
causing change,” he added.

According to Ravindranath, global warm-
rgoamnt

d with reduction in rainfall could

 strefches, parts of
. ern Ghats and Eastern Ghats.

cause evergreen forests to furn into deciduous
forests in the Western Ghats. “A moderate in-
trease in temperature coupled with an increase
in the rainfall could also cause the evergreen
forests to expand,” he added.
The assessment of climate impact ;

that at the nationallevel, about 45% of the forest-
ed projected (o undergo change.
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