PARI(HE AWARDS I From vehicle management to bio-diversity, they develop products & systems that cut costs

eet Pune’s Fab Five: Beating the competition with innovations

MONITORING VEHICLES MAINTAINING ECO BALANCE

SHIVDAS Menon, another GS Parkhe awardee RAMABAI Joshi award winners Manasi
~ enjoys a monopoly in the field of vehicle monitor- Karandikar and Ketaki Ghate of Oikos, an
-~ ing system in India. This system, designed specif- ecological management consultancy, have
ically for Indian conditions, menitors various pa- completed 20 projects in the last four years.
rameters of diesel vehicles, thus enabling one to The services that they provide include consul-
_ streamline the working of a vehicle fleet. The sys- tancy on Natural Resource Management, Bio-
~tem monitors the diesel consumption and the dis- diversity Conservation, Ecological Landscap-
~ tance traveled, thus making it impossible for fuel: ing and Eco-tourism planning. “We felt that
pilferage. The system also calculates and logs de- there was a need for these services as the us-
tailed overall trip efficiency in kms per litre, com- age of land for various developmental pur-
putes gear position and usage highlighting dri- poses increases,” says Manasi, an engineer-
ving efficiency, prompts driver to use the best =
gear for given road condition, as well as logs dis-
tance traveled above programmed speed limit,
thus keeping acheck on over-speeding. The infor-
mation is downloaded to an instrument, which is then hooked on to a computer for
analysis. “We have been selling this system for the past three years. There are no such
- systems tailormade for Indian conditions. | would like to take this product to every cor-
ner of India as well Third World countries n Africa, where similar conditions exist,”
~ Menon says.

SUMMARISING APPLICATIONS

RAND Poly Products Pri-

. vate Limited chairman
and Hari Malini Joshi
award winnerVM Nad-

karniis a chemical engi-
neer by profession, with

30years research & :

mentexperience in t’he
US, India and Europe. He
X ~ has been awarded for
i : dﬁlgmngatwncompn-

ing graduate having a masters degree in
Environmental Science. Manasi and her pari-
ner Ketaki, a graduate in Botany, can handle
projects ranging from half-an-acre to 10,000
acre. "We waork to make the piece of land
maintain its bio-diversity and its eco!ngfcal
balance,” Mansi says. Their next target is to
undertake projects in the entire State.




