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tions. These exotic trees alter the
natural composition of forests
and disrupt the integrity of life
onthessite,” explains Ghate. In-
stead, the Flame of the Forest,
Indian coral tree and pipal are
planted.

CIPLA is one of the corpo-
rates which has availed of their
landscaping services, As part of
the programme, members of
OIKOS also trained the employ-
ees so that they could take care
ofthe landscape later on.

The girls are getting apprecia-
tion for their eco-tourism plan-
ning. Instead of putting pressure
on natural reserves and sanctu-
aries, they strive to develop de-
graded lands and convert them

'girls give it back to nature

dikar, are into full-time ecological restoration

into eco-friendly tourist attrac-
tions. Mayurvan Natural Park,
near Pune, is one of the areas be-
ing developed by them. As part
of this project the consultancy
will be creating butterfly trails
and interpreting wildlife through
signages. “We will have sign-
boards giving information about
the life-cycle of butterflies and
the variety found in the park.”
says Karandikar.

Sanctity of wildlife will be pre-
served at all costs in these pro-
jects and the tourists will not be
allowed to go deep into the habi-
tat. At present, the girlsare
working onactor Atul Kulkarni's
property in Satara, that he is try-
ing to convert into a forest.




