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Pune: A city surrounded by hills
should ideally burst with green-
ery. Instead, Pune today is a pic-
ture of a concrete sprawl, wide
treeless roads and infrastructural
plans where the first casualty is
usually the greenery,

The Environment Status Re-

the civic body’s claims of taking
eco-friendly measures to protect
greenery by pointing at human
and allied activities steadily de-
nuding the city's green cover and
inadequate steps to boost green-
ery the trees.

“The city is expanding and new
buildings are coming up with wide
roads. This is adding immense
burden on the green cover,” the
report said.

Over the years, the civiec body
has turned vast tracts of agricul-
tural land to residential. Hills are
eroded and excavated for con-
struction and there is a political
tussle over biodiversity parks
which bodes i1l for the hilltops
and slopes.

“Population growth, rising stan-
dards of living, growing industri-
alization, economie activities and
expanding city limits have put im-
mense pressure on Pune’s envi-
ronment...proliferation of slums
and encroachments on hills have
resulted in direct and indirect pres-
sure on the green cover," the docu-
ment which reflects the health of
the city has said.

According to the ESR, the civic
body planted 80,000 saplings in
2011-12 as compared to 70,000
saplings in 2010-11. Fewer trees
were planted due to lack of space
in the city, said garden superin-
tendent Ashok Ghorpade. Envi-
ronmentalists say tree plantation
Was never a priority for the civic
body. They have urged the PMC to
take steps to restore and increase
the green cover

According to the PMC's tree
census repart mplcaded on its web-
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site, the city's oldless parts have the
DOOrest green cower when com-
pared to other areas.

The census report has shown
that Peth areas are not-so-green
while wards on the outskirts have-
sufficient trees. The shows a tree
population of 32.07 lakh, which is

port (ESR) for 2012-13 has trashed.

97 tree census figure of 32.88 lakh,
despite the merger of 23 villages
with the municipal limits.

However, officials said that if
the tree population in some for-
est areas is taken into ac-
count, Pune's trees would
be well over 35 lakh. Civic
officials said the as per
norms, there should be one
tree every 100 sg m in urban ar-
eas. Pune with an area of 243.84
sq km should have about 24.38
lakh trees.

Activists said the PMC had
counted bushes as trees in the
census.

A green Pune was an electoral
promise for political parties, in-
cluding the ruling Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP). “We are
firm and committed to the
promise made to citizens.
The NCP is working in
tandem with the civic
administration to
enhance the green
cover in the city, In fact,
we have suggested that the
hills in the old city area be pro-
tected as biodiversity parks
(BDP). This concept has been
accepted by the state government
and will be implemented in 23 vil-
lages merged in civiclimits. Now,
it is time fo bring the BDP to the
old city area. Depleting green cov-
er is a serious cause for concern
and we will take up this issue
with the civie administration,”
said Chavan.

‘The Cities and Biodiver-
sity Outlook’,

a report published
last year by the United Na-
tion's Convention on Biological Di-
versity (CBD) COP-11, states that
the urban expansion across the
world is affecting natural resources
and consuming prime agricultur-
al land. Thomas Elmqvist, scien-
tific editor of the report has in-
sisted that biodiversity is vital to
the well-being of people in urban
areas and cities must take steps to
protect and enhance greenery.
However, BDPs face troubled
waters. The civic administration

from encroachments.
Former corporator Ujwal

about 80,484 freesless than the 1996  Keskar said, “A major portion of - and

the proposed
BDP in 23 villages
is already encroached
upon and slums have crept

up many hills in the eity. The rul-
ing NCP and the Congress have al-
ways protected and encouraged il-
legal slums in the city and the civic

ys ESR

Faults Population Pressure, Encroachment And Expansion For Loss
City’s growth has gobbled
up green cover,

against constructioninthe
BDPs and have demanded that
the PMC have a mechanism to
protect green patches. o
Civic officials have thrown up
their hands. “We have no mecha- §
nism or manpower to protect the E
hills. We have requested the state
government to approve special
lice stations for civic crimes an

“body. It is a fact that the civ

cannot protect green patel
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