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!:P-r_ovid'ing Iandscaping and wildlife habitat creation servicé’s and working on
 other core environmental areas, ecological consultants Manasi Karandikar
- and Ketaki Ghate are doing their bit to save the earth, writes Pranav Dixit

/ e all know of global warm- Chamber of Commerce, Industries
/R ng. T})at deforesdation is and Agrieulture) Ramabai . Joshi
: hecc_tplmg rampant. Topsoill Award for Innovative Services.
ﬁ_égradaﬁon is rendering land prac- "It is only now that people have
tically useless to grow anything,. started realising that planning their
Water resource managenfent... fossil farmhouses or small-scale industries
Bl-'conserv?tian.u norpconventional right from the beginning in an eco-
of energy.! ®a friendly manner will not only save
i y, we get bombarded by these the environment but will also have
terms nearly every day, But if you're
the kind of person who actually
to help others find solutions
practical and personal level, a
as an ecological consultant is
u are looking for. i
cally, ecological constiltan

long run,” says Ghate.

Their target client group comprises
private landowners, farmhouse plots,
private developers and builders.

andikar, “We start right
nstrnction material nsed

economic benefits for them in thef
#in the heart of the city? Says Karandi-

be the unique ‘butterfly corners' that
{hey create, By planting the right
plant species, they make sure that
butterflies are attracted to the area.
As a result, not only is the place
beautified, the butterflies also have
some kind of shelter as their natural
habitat is recreated.

All this might be ok in the rural
areas, but what about those who live

Kar, "Although there are some restric-
tions when it comes to a city home
due to major space constraints, it is

possible to do certain things” She
‘gives an example of their office where
nearly everything is made from recy-
clable and biodegradable wood waste.
o metal or plastic has been used fo
furnhish the entire place!

‘So what are the skills needed to
be an ecological consultant? “Well, a
genuine interest and a love for nature
and wildlife are the basic prerequi-
sites,” says Ghate. “But you also nieed
to have an indepth knowledge about

| botany, zoology, the natural world and

conservation and restoration tef:h-
nigues.” However, most of the skills
have to be acquired on the job. ‘_t’ou
also niead to be able to Inok at a project
from a client’s perspective and should
be able to analyse market trends.
Also, as Karandikar says, you have to
have a holistic approach towards all
environmental issues.

To be an ecological consultant, you
should preferably be a science gradu-
ate. You also need to do a one-year
post-graduate diploma in Natm_‘al
Resource Management and Sustain-
able Development. It must be kept in
mind that degrees such as Masters in
Environmental Sciences, though use-
ful for this job, are mostly concerned
with providing solutions to certain,
specific eftvironmental matters like
global warming or pollution on a
larger scale and not with providing
services on an individual level.

Depending on the number of
services von provide and the gual-
ity of work, a fresher can expect to
earn around Rs 6,000 to Rs 8,000 per
month.

With conservation and restoration
already a huge business in the West,
there is certainly a vast scope of op-
portunities in this field in India.
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