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* Pune: Over 13 lakh trees have been il-

legally cut in state-owned forests since
2005, depriving Maharashtra of its pre-
cious forest wealth. The number of felled
trees could be a miniscule fraction of

 the total tree strength in the state’s
- forests, it is a worrisome drop nonethe-

less, say forest officials and activists.
Over the last eight years, the state’s
forests have lost one to two lakh trees

. every year. Incidentally, Pune circle has
- recorded the lowest felling incidence
. over the years, with 376 trees illicitly cut

between January and December 2012.

A senior state official of the forest.

department said that although the sit-
the incidence of tree felling in forests

to the environment. “A lot of illicit tree
felling is observed in Sironcha in Gad-

~ chiroli district as it is near the state
* borderof Andhra Pradesh and has con-
3 sidemhlﬂ Naxal activity. Also, this type

forest areas under the Forest

hahltations said the official.

chts Act (FRA) and cut trees and .

bile sguad units,” the official said.

- He further added that every year, on
average, a little over 1.67 lakh trees are
cut illegally in state forests, which is
0.018% of the total standing trees in
forest areas. “There are about 88.25
crore trees in the state’s forest areas
under the forest department. The trees
cut illicitly are not more than the an-
nual inecrement of forests. The only
problem lies in certain pockets where
illicit cutting takes place as part of or-
ganized fellingof trees, such as Dhule,
Yavatmal and Gadchiroli circles. It is
in these areas that tree cutting is more
than the other parts and thus poses
threat to the ecology,” he said.

Another senior state official said
that total elimination of illicit tree
felling in forest areas is not possible as
forest areas are open from all directions
and people cannot be prevented from
entering them. “Majority of the trees
cut as part of the illicit felling are of
short girth and the wood is used by vil-
lagers for building their habitations,
fencing and other jobs,” he said.

The highest incidence of illicit tree
felling is seen in the year 2009-10, when
over 2 lakh trees were cut in state-owned
forests. Forests in the Dhule circle
topped with 46,131 trees illegally cut,
tailed by the Nagpur circle showing

-27,208 trees illegally chopped, followed
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llllll TEAK IN TROUBLE w»
rashtra forests have many vaneti!.sEof nmrgl;ﬁ- .
gwmng teak trees. Of the total trees felled in the state's
forests, more than half are those of teak species ]
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